August 14, 2020

UUCOD Weekly Reminder
SERVICES
Click Here to Join Our Worship Services at 10:00
AM
August 16, 2020
“How Are Our Veterans?
Worship Leader: Hon. Mark E. Johnson
Worship Associate: Bob Rancourt
In these times of movements and protests in the country, let’s remember the individuals
who serve and have served to secure our freedoms and rights to participate. Judge Mark
E. Johnson, himself a veteran, will bring us up to speed on the state of veterans in the
county and highlight his eight years’ experience presiding over Riverside County Veterans’
Court. Additionally, we will share the plate with our local chapter of Veterans for Peace.
August 23, 2020
Like Bread, Not Stone: Love, Kindness, and Justice
Worship Leader: Rev. Ian Riddell
Worship Associate: Joni Padduck
Even though we are separated from each other, the community we build daily sustains us
and brings us possibility. What can we learn about crafting that community from Ursula Le
Guin, M. Scott Peck, and knitting socks?
August 30, 2020
Spirituality and Climate Justice

Worship Leader: Rev. Don Stouder
Worship Associate: Bob Rancourt
In this sermon, Rev. Don will present climate change data from the Climate Reality
Project. He will show us the important ways that our lived spirituality as UUs are directly
related to the climate justice issues here in the Coachella Valley.
COLLECTIONS BASKET

CALENDAR August 14 - 21
Staying Connected
Sunday Together: Sunday @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm
Loving Kindness Meditation: Thursday @ 12:00 - 12:30 pm
Coffee & Conversation: Friday @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm
Social BUUterflies Happy Hour: Saturday @ 5:00 - 6:00 pm

To Dial in by Phone
Sunday Together

Coffee & Conversation:
Social BUUterflies Happy Hour:

Loving Kindness Meditation:

UU JUSTICE MINISTRY OF CALIFORNIA
As we continue to grow our skills and sustain our spirits in our physically-distanced, mostly
online world, I wanted to call your attention to a not-to-miss opportunity to connect and
collaborate for justice in California. UUJMCA is thrilled to be co-hosting with the UU
Ministry of Earth an online screening & discussion of the award-winning documentary The
Condor & The Eagle on Thursday, August 20. Read on to learn more about this prophetic
film that shares the realities of movement for Indigenous rights & climate justice.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Plate Collections for Sunday, August 9, 2020: $136.16
News from the Care Team:
In these confusing and exhausting times, please know your Care Team is
here for you. Anyone in need of support, please reach out to either Margaret Beaman or
Bryna Blum. They are on call for August and care about what you need to share....
Their information can be found in the UU Directory.
Take care,
Bryna
Zoom Scheduling Reminder:
Email Katy Faas (katyfaas@hotmail.com) to edit a current meeting or schedule a new
Zoom Meeting.
UUCOD the Vote!
What we’ve been up to:
Over 25 amazing UUCOD volunteers prepared and sent postcards to 500 Florida

registered voters urging them to vote in the August 18 Florida elections and also to answer
the US Census to be counted.
We do this together with Reclaim Our Vote, a national nonpartisan organization working to
increase voter turnout in states where governments have applied voter suppression tactics
to make it more cumbersome for voters to cast their votes and get them counted. Join us
to do more projects to increase voter turnout throughout the 2020 election season. Visit
the UUCOD Facebook page to learn more or to volunteer, or contact Gloria Kapp at
gkapp@dc.rr.com. Join us!
Afternoon Book Group
The afternoon book group will be having a Zoom meeting the last August 29th, and we
have selected three different books from which we can choose (one or all three) to discuss
in depth.
1. The Color of Water by James McBride
This is a memoir published in 1995 in which the author narrates the hardships overcome
by his white, Jewish mother who chose to marry a black man and the struggles faced in
raising their children.
2. The House Girl by Tara Conklin
A stunning New York Times bestselling novel that intertwines the stories of an escaped
slave in 1852 Virginia and an ambitious young female lawyer in contemporary New York
and asks: Is it ever to late to right a wrong?
3. Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?: And Other
conversations about Race by Beverly Tatum
In this bestselling book newly revised and updated, the author (who is a renowned
authority on the psychology of racism) argues that straight talk about our racial identities is
essential if we are serious about enabling communication across racial and ethnic divides.
If you and would like to participate please contact Lavonne
Swanson, lmswanson44@gmail.com or call 612-824-5528. All are welcome.

SHARE THE PLATE
Veterans for Peace Chapter 19 is August’s Share the Plate
Our August 16th, Share the Plate recipient is Veterans for Peace Inland Empire - Jon
Castro Chapter 19. Veterans for Peace is an international organization made up over 140
chapters across the US and abroad. Composed of military veterans from all branches of
service, their family members, and allies. Their collective efforts are dedicated to building
a culture of peace by using their experiences and lifting their voices. They inform the
public of the true causes of war and the enormous costs of wars, with an obligation to heal
the wounds of wars. VFP holds a permanent nongovernmental seat at the United Nations.
Encompassing Riverside & San Bernardino Counties, Veterans for Peace Inland Empire
Chapter 19 was founded in 2005 by Tom Swann Hernandez & four other veterans peace
activists. If you attended the Veterans Day or Martin Luther King, Jr. parade in Palm
Springs, you’ve probably seen them marching. They assist homeless veterans and their
families gain permanent housing, improve patient access to VA care, and provide the
Arlington West Memorial in Cathedral City with one white cross for each of over 4000
veterans. They also work tirelessly on behalf of our veterans, meeting with legislators in
Riverside, Sacramento & Washington, D.C.
In addition they hold events on President’s Day, Memorial Day, International Day of Peace
to name a few, recognizing activists and leaders in the Coachella Valley who are
dedicated to peace.
Their current project is to fund, install and dedicate Peace Poles - just like the one we
have next to our labyrinth - throughout the Coachella Valley and the nation. They have
already placed Peace Poles at:
- Desert Hot Springs High School
- Desert Mountains High School, Thermal
- Saul Martinez Elementary School, Mecca

- Cathedral City Library
- LGBTQ Veterans Memorial in Desert Memorial Park Cemetery, Cathedral City
- Congressional Cemetery in Washington, D.C.
They are currently wanting to install and dedicate peace poles at the Islamic Center of
Coachella Valley, Rancho Mirage High School, Rancho Mirage Library, & other schools
throughout the Coachella Valley.
Veterans for Peace is able to do what they do because of what we do. We, living through
our 7 principles, support organizations that work to create a better world. Please give
generously on Share the Plate Sunday.

Be Safe and Well!
Newsletter Deadlines: The deadline for the Newsletter is always Wednesday morning. If
you are going to be late, call or email the Administrator at admin@uucod.org asking to
reserve space. The newsletter needs to be on the website by 3:00 pm, Fridays.
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